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B ankruptcy Judge 
James M. Marlar 

ascended to the Arizona 
bankruptcy court’s chief 
judgeship on June 29, 
2009, succeeding Chief 
Judge Redfield T. Baum.   
Judge Marlar was ap-
pointed by U.S. District 
Court Chief Judge John 
M. Roll to serve a four-
year term.  

In December 1993, Judge 
Marlar was appointed U.S. 
Bankruptcy Judge for the 
District of Arizona, with 
his primary duty station 
in Tucson, Arizona.  In 
December 2007 he was 
reappointed for a second 
14-year term.  He travels 
within the District of Ari- 

 Honorable James M. Marlar 
 Appointed Chief Bankruptcy Judge 

Honorable James M. Marlar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

zona, also hearing cases in 
Phoenix  and Yuma.   

Judge Marlar served a 
seven-year term on the 
Ninth Circuit's Bank-
ruptcy Appellate Panel 
from 1999 to 2006, and 
continues to serve on the  

panel as a Judge Pro Tem-
pore. 

 Judge Marlar graduated 
from Stanford University 
in 1967 with a bachelor’s 
degree in history and from 
the University of Arizona 
College of Law in 1970, 
where he was a member of 
the Arizona Law Review.  

Prior to his appointment 
he practiced in the areas of 
bankruptcy and commer-
cial litigation in Phoenix, 
Arizona for 23 years and 
served as a Judge Pro 
Tempore on the Arizona 
Court of Appeals. 
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Year to Date Totals:  July 2009 v. July 2008 
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District Bankruptcy Filings Soar to Over 18,000 Cases for July 2009 

 Phoenix  Tucson  Yuma  District 

  2008  2009  2008  2009  2008  2009  2008  2009 

Chapter 7  5404  10864  1656  3122  566  968  7626  14954 

Chapter 11  146  262  37  59  21  5  204  326 

Chapter 12  0  0  2  1  0  0  2  1 

Chapter 13  1412  2166  512  729  29  69  1953  2964 

Chapter 15  0  0  1  0  0  0  1  0 

Totals YTD  6962  13292  2207  3911  616  1042  9785  18245 
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 Randy Merrill Wins NCBC Special Service  
Award For Public Education and Outreach 

 
USBC Operations Manager Randy Merrill received an Out-
standing Public Service Award from the National Conference 
of Bankruptcy Clerks at their 2009 summer conference in St. 
Petersburg, Florida.  Randy was nominated for the award by 
Clerk Brian D. Karth and Chief Deputy Nancy B. Dickerson 
for his efforts in organizing and presenting Bankruptcy Educa-
tion workshops at the Phoenix Fresh Start Women’s Founda-
tion and his statewide travel to offer on-site self-help sessions to 
members of the public contemplating filing for bankruptcy.   

 

Randy’s citation reads: 

“In recognition of leadership in a Court Outreach initiative to present educational pro-
grams on bankruptcy to a women’s shelter and support organization called ‘Women’s Fresh 
Start.’” 

 

Randy and Tucson Bankruptcy Generalist Eunice Stroud also presented information 
on the court’s self-help and pro se filer assistance programs at the NCBC information-
sharing fair July 1.  Their demonstrations of the court’s Live Chat program , web site 
resources, and online fillable forms were thronged by conference attendees interested 
in developing similar outreach programs.   

 

 

Maximum Allowable Size of Electronic PDF 
Document Submissions Increased in CM/ECF 
As of August 6, 2009, the size of a PDF document that can be submitted elec-
tronically via CM/ECF has been increased to 4 megabytes. 

Photo by Jessica Sobarzo 
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Cost Per Page 

Cost 
Original 

Cost 
Each Party 

Cost 
Additional Copies 

Ordinary Transcript $3.00 $0.75 $0.50 

14-Day Transcript $3.55 $0.75 $0.50 

Expedited Transcript $4.10 $0.75 $0.50 

Daily Transcript $5.20 $1.00 $0.75 

Hourly Transcript $6.30 $1.00 $0.75 

 
AVTranz Contract Prices Effective June 15, 2009-June 14, 2010 

New Transcript Contract Awarded  
To AVTranz (fka AVTronics) 

The court’s new contract for the provision of official transcripts was awarded to 
AVTranz, formerly known as AVTronics.  The contract prices in the table below 
are effective June 15, 2009 through June 14, 2010. 

Judges’ Procedures 
Telephonic Appearances Before  
Chief Judge James M. Marlar 

 

If you wish to schedule a telephonic appearance before Judge Marlar, arrangements 
must be made at least 24 hours in advance of the hearing with the judge's courtroom 
deputies (Cindy in Tucson, LuAnn in Phoenix, or Robert in Yuma).  They are often in 
court and unable to process requests in less time.  Please also remember that the 
number of call-in lines is limited to ten. 

Submitted by Maureen Thompson, Judicial Assistant to Honorable James M. Marlar 
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The Times They Are A-Changin’: 
Time Computation Changes Take Effect For 
Bankruptcy Rules of Procedure 12/01/2009 

E ffective December 
1, 2009, a new 

time computation meth-
odology will take effect  
for the Federal Bank-
ruptcy Rules of Proce-
dure.  The new method-
ology is global in scope 
and will likewise take 
effect for  the federal 
civil, criminal, and appel-
late rules of procedure, 
per the Statutory Time-
Periods Technical 
Amendments Act of  
2009, enacted by Con-
gress January 6, 2009. 

The rules change was 
initially formulated by 
the Judicial Conference 
of the United States and 
transmitted for approval 
by the Supreme Court. 

To summarize the time 
computation changes: 

 Days are days—no 
intermediate week-
end/holiday exclu-
sions. 

 Every day counts. 
 
 Allowances of fewer 

than 30 days are ex-
pressed in multiples of 
7:  7, 14, 21, 28 day 
periods replace 5, 15, 
20, etc. 

 
 Final weekend/holiday 

exclusion remains. 
 
 Forward-counted dead-

line becomes later. 
 
 Backward-counted 

deadline becomes ear-
lier. 

 
 Hours-counting princi-

ples-are established as 
well. 

 
 The appeal deadline 

goes to 14 days.  Or-
ders  with delayed ef-
fective dates take this 
into account.  The 14-
day deadline also ap-
plies for post-judgment 
motions for amended 
or additional findings. 

Other bankruptcy rule 
changes effective December 
1, 2009 include: 
 
 FRBP 4008 amend-

ment requiring cover 
sheet to reaffirmation 
agreement (Official 
Form 27). 

 
 FRBP 7052, 7058, 

9021 amendments: 
FRCP 58 separate 
document rule for 
judgments and the 
150-day default ap-
peal period in ab-
sence of separate 
judgment are applica-
ble only in adversar-
ies. 

 
—Source:  U.S. Courts Website 
at www.uscourts.gov and  Fed-
eral Judicial Center Bankruptcy 
Judges Workshop, July 2009. 



Court Conducts Bankruptcy Outreach Pro-
grams at Sierra Vista, Prescott; Plans Addi-
tional Public Outreach Activities for Fall 
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During spring and sum-
mer 2009, the Arizona 
bankruptcy court fur-
thered its commitment 
to public education and 
assistance by conducting 
two bankruptcy out-
reach programs at off-site 
locations.    
 

Outreach  
At Sierra Vista 
 
The first outreach 
program, held May 
20, was sponsored 
by the Sierra Vista 
Chamber of Com-
merce, which dis-
tributed flyers and 
provided preliminary 
information on the 
event to the commu-
nity.  The Sierra Vista C 
of C also arranged for 
local media coverage of 
the event.  
 
Operations Manager 
Randy Merrill, Phoenix 
Bankruptcy Generalists 
Liz Frazier and Alisha 
Snyder, Tucson Divi-
sional Manager Dean 
Axelrod, and Tucson 
Bankruptcy Generalist 
Eunice Stroud made the 
trip to Sierra Vista to 
distribute bankruptcy 
forms, answer procedural 
questions, and help mem-
bers of the public who 

sought attorney consul-
tations to connect with 
the court’s 800 self-help 
number.  Reporter 
Derek Jordan of The 
Sierra Vista Herald in-
terviewed Randy on the 
court’s increased filing 
levels and the increase 

in mortgage- and real-
estate-related questions 
among pro se filers. 
 
Outreach at Prescott 
 
On July 30, Randy, 
Phoenix Bankruptcy 
Generalists Sybil 
Murillo and Michelle 
Radicke, and new court 
Training Specialist Jes-
sica Sobarzo traveled to 
Prescott to conduct a  
bankruptcy outreach 
program at the Yavapai 
County Law Library.  
The court had initially 
held a bankruptcy infor-

mation session at Pres-
cott in August 2007, and 
the Prescott Community 
Legal Services organiza-
tion requested a return 
visit.  Prescott attorneys 
Dan Furlong and Ward 
Sturm, managing attor-
ney for the CLS,  joined 

the USBC staff at 
the law library 
and offered 30-to-
45 minute individ-
ual consultations 
to prospective 
filers.  Seventeen 
members of the 
public sought as-
sistance from 
bankruptcy court 

staff and the attor-
ney volunteers. 
 

Future Bankruptcy  
Outreach Programs 
 
Two additional bank-
ruptcy outreach pro-
grams are projected for 
fall 2009.  Randy and 
two members of the 
Phoenix court’s opera-
tions teams will travel to 
the Kingman/Bullhead 
City area in late October 
or early November to 
present a bankruptcy 
information session.  
Dean Axelrod and 
Eunice Stroud of the 
Tucson Division plan a 

(Continued on page 8) 

Tucson Bankruptcy Generalist Eunice Stroud 
assists a visitor at the Sierra Vista bankruptcy 
information session.  —(Photo by Ed Honda, 
The Sierra Vista Herald) 



Prescott Hearings Location Changes  
To U.S. Post Office Building 
 
The location for Prescott hearings has changed. The change went 
into effect with hearings scheduled for July 31, 2009. The new 
Prescott hearing location is: 
 
U.S. Post Office Building 
101 W. Goodwin Street 
2nd Floor 
Prescott, AZ 86303 
 
Parties will continue to have the option to appear telephonically or by video from 
the Phoenix location.  For further details, please refer to Judge Redfield T. 
Baum’s procedures page at www.azb.uscourts.gov. 
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PACER Program Improvement  

 

Share Your Opinion 
 
In 2009, the Federal Judiciary's Electronic Public Access Program will 
begin a year-long, comprehensive program assessment.  The goal of 
the assessment is to identify potential enhancements to existing ser-
vices and new public access services that could be provided.  We will 
gather information though focus groups, interviews, and surveys.  In 
the coming months you may be solicited about your views on PACER 
and our services with an eye towards what you, the customer, would 
like to see in the future.  Check the PACER Service Center website for 
information about the assessment. 

 
From the PACER web site at http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/. 
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Court Conducts Bankruptcy Outreach Programs at Sierra Vista, 
Prescott; Plans Additional Public Outreach Activities for Fall 

Legal Consumer.com Ranks USBC Website #1 
In Bankruptcy Court Hall of Fame 

program for either the 
Green Valley or the 
Yuma area.  In addition, 
Randy plans local out-
reach at Valley-area sen-
ior centers. 
 
Randy, bankruptcy 
judges, and members of 
the court’s Bankruptcy 
Education Committee 
will also continue pre-
senting Bankruptcy In-

(Continued from page 6) formation seminars at 
the Fresh Start Women’s 
Foundation.  Phoenix’s 
local PBS affiliate, Chan-
nel 8, KAET-TV, has 
proposed to record one 
of the group’s seminars 
in their studio before a 
live audience, providing 
the court with a perma-
nent video presentation.    
 
Randy has also an-
nounced that a Spanish 

version of “Bankruptcy 
Basics,” translated for the 
Middle District of Flor-
ida bankruptcy court, is 
now available.  He in-
tends to have both the 
Spanish and English ver-
sions of this program 
loop continuously on a 
screen in the intake area 
of the 230 federal build-
ing.    
 



U.S. Bankruptcy Court Newsletter  Volume 9, No. 2 

Page 9 

CM/ECF Soon to Feature Attorney Redaction Reminders 
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Online Proof of Claim Form For Filing By  
Unrepresented Creditors Inaugurated 07/01/09 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*NEW* Instructions For Online Filing Proof of Claim 
 
You may now file a Proof of Claim via an online form, if you are a creditor (the per-
son who is owed money in a bankruptcy case) and are not represented by an attor-
ney. 

To do so, follow the link below, (on the court’s website at http://
www.azb.uscourts.gov/default.aspx?PID=76) and search for the case against which you 
wish to file a claim.  You may search by case number, or by the name of the debtor 
(the person or entity that has filed bankruptcy).  When you find the correct case in 
the search results, click on the "Select this case" link to the right, and you will be 
taken to the online version of the Proof of Claim form.  The case information will be 
pre-populated for you, and you need only provide your information, and informa-
tion regarding the claim.  For step-by-step instructions, click the "Show Instructions" 
link at the top of the form. 

Please note:  You will NOT be able to submit attachments and supporting documen-
tation if you use the online Proof of Claim form.  After you have submitted the 
form, you will be given instructions for sending this documentation directly to the 
trustee for the case.  In addition, if you include your email address in the space pro-
vided on the form, you will receive a copy of the completed Proof of Claim form by 
email for your records. 
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United States Bankruptcy Court 
District of Arizona 

Filing Statistics Analysis 
Calendar Year 2009 v. 2008 
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United States Bankruptcy Court 
District of Arizona 

Filing Statistics Analysis 
Calendar Year 2009 v. 2008 
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